Geography 240

Economic and Social Geography
Autumn 2009

Tue/Thurs 10:30 a.m.— 12:18 p.m.
Scott Lab E0024

Introduction to the course

Instructor: Professor D. Munroe

Office: Derby 1123; 247-8382

Office hours: M, Th 1:30-3:30 pm

Email: munroe.9@osu.edu

TA: Lili Wang, Derby 1070; 292-2705
Office hours: Th, F 1-3 pm

Email: wang.1330@buckeyemail.osu.edu

What is the economy? Where are the boundaries between economic practice or economic processes, and
social relationships? The purpose of this class will be to think about how we as social actors engage in
economic activity. Economic relationships are fundamentally social relationships, but the formalness of
our economy often masks key aspects of these relationships from us. We will also consider the spaces
and places of economic activity, and examine our role in producing them.

Roughly the first half of the class will be spent introducing key concepts from human geography used to
study society and the economy, as well as summarizing major economic processes (production and
consumption) and key economic trends (deindustrialization and globalization). Then, we will use a
familiar, but contested, social category (childhood) to look at the impacts of economic change. Finally,
we will use the example of the agro-food industry as an illustration of the economy as a social system.
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2 Exams 60% total
Midterm 25%
Final 35%
3 Short Papers 10% each  30% total
In-class writing assignments 2% each 10% total
100%
Readings

Readings are available through a course pack provided
by Zip Publishing. (1313 Chesapeake Ave, (614) 485-
0721, info@zippublishing.com). Course packs will be
available at the SBX bookstore, or you may order them
online at: http://www.zippublishing.com/. Additional
readings will be available on Carmen.

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by
the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated,
and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The
Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil
Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-

state.edu/.
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Papers
Students will write three short (3 page, double-spaced) essays to be handed in during class. Papers not
handed in at the beginning of class will be subject to the late policy (below). Details to follow, but
here is a short summary.
Paper 1: A Job | Have Had DUE THURS 10/20
Students will reflect upon their experiences, and social position, within a summer or part-
time job.
Paper 2: Not Another Teen Movie DUE TUES 11/17
Students will analyze economic and social relationships in a teen-centered movie
(something produced between 1980 — present).
Paper 3: My Thanksgiving Dinner DUE THURS 12/3
Students will discuss a Thanksgiving ritual (or some other relevant holiday), including
familial relationships and food.

General Education Curriculum (GEC) requirements
This course can be used to satisfy two areas of the GEC:
L. Social Science, “(3) Human, Natural and Economic Resources"

Goals: Social science courses develop students’ understanding of the systematic study of human
behavior and cognition; the structure of human societies, cultures, and institutions; and the
processes by which individuals, groups, and societies interact, communicate, and use human,
natural, and economic resources.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students understand the theories and methods of scientific inquiry as they are applied to the study
of the use and distribution of human, natural, and economic resources and decisions and policies
concerning such resources.

2. Students understand the political, economic, and social trade-offs reflected in individual decisions
and societal policymaking and enforcement and their similarities and differences across contexts.

3. Students develop abilities to comprehend and assess the physical, social, economic, and political
sustainability of individual and societal decisions with respect to resource use.

I1. Diversity, “International Issues”
Goals: International Issues coursework helps students become educated, productive, and
principled citizens of their nation and an increasingly globalized world.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students exhibit an understanding of some combination of political, economic, cultural, physical,
social, and philosophical differences in or among the world's nations, peoples and cultures outside
the US.

2. Students are able to describe, analyze and critically evaluate the roles of categories such as race,
gender, class, ethnicity, national origin and religion as they relate to international/global
institutions, issues, cultures and citizenship.

3. Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own attitudes
and values as global citizens.

Class policies

Michael Scott: What was the most inspiring thing | ever said to you?

Dwight K. Schrute: ‘Don’t be an idiot.” Changed my life.

Michael looks puzzled. Dwight explains to the camera.

Dwight K. Schrute: Whenever I’m about to do something, I think, ‘Would an idiot do that?” And if they would, | do
not do that thing.

Course material: Students are responsible for all material presented in class and all assigned readings. It
is assumed that students have completed the readings before class. Examinations will also include
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material presented only in lecture, including presentations made by guest speakers. Students are
expected to attend all lectures, complete the required reading, complete all homework assignments and
take the exams on the scheduled dates. Students are also expected to take a proactive role by seeking
assistance from the TA or the instructor when problems arise. Lecture outlines will be posted on Carmen.
In the event that you miss class, seek detailed notes from a classmate.

Multimedia: This class will make use of a significant number of visual and auditory materials, including
film and music. This material was deliberately chosen to complement readings and lecture, and should be
considered as such — i.e., students should be attentive, take notes, and pay careful attention to this content,
as it will be fair game for the exams.

Communication: Both instructors are available to assist you. For issues of clarification or greater
explanation, the TA should be your first point of contact. Whenever possible, meeting us during our
office hours is preferred. Email communication is acceptable, but should not be a substitute for face-to-
face communication. Use of the Carmen discussion board is also encouraged.

Classroom etiquette: Please come to class on time. Please minimize eating, drinking or talking so as not
to disturb the other students. The use of laptops, cell phones, MP3 players, or any other electronic
device is not permitted. Anyone using cell phones to make/receive calls or text messages during class
will be asked to leave.

Papers: Assignments are due on the dates indicated on the syllabus. Assignments must be handed in
during class or uploaded to the Carmen Dropbox; essays cannot be emailed to me or the TA, or left in
our mailboxes. Submissions of substantially similar work by more than one student will be dealt with as
acts of scholastic dishonesty.

Students who miss class due to serious illness or other extreme circumstances must submit documentation
to me within one week of the absence in order to turn in any work missed. If documentation is not
received within this period excusing the absence, the student will receive a 0 (zero) grade for any work
missed.

Grading Scale

Percentage Letter Qualitative Description
Grade
93-100 A Achievement that is outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet
90-92.9 A- course requirements.
87-89.9 B+ Achievement that is significantly above the level necessary to meet course
83-86.9 B requirements.
80-82.9 B-
77-79.9 C+ Achievement that is in keeping with the course requirements in every
73-76.9 C respect.
70-72.9 C-
67-69.9 D+ Achievement that is worthy of credit even though it fails to meet fully the
60-66.9 D course requirements.
0-59.9 E Work that was either completed but not worthy of credit, or incomplete.

Academic Misconduct: Academic misconduct in any form will not be tolerated. This includes, but is not
limited to, cheating and plagiarism. Students are referred to the definitions of academic misconduct found
here: http://0oaa.osu.edu/procedures/1.0.html. Plagiarism is the representation of another's works or ideas
as one's own: it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's
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work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas. All cases of suspected
misconduct, in accordance with university rules, will be reported to the Committee on Academic
Misconduct.

Course Schedule
o Please complete the assigned readings BEFORE each class. If you do not do the reading in
advance of class, you will not be prepared, and it is likely that you will fall behind.
o In-class writing assignments will occur at the beginning of class, roughly every other week.

Day |Date Topic Reading Due

Thurs [9/24/09 |Introduction to the class

\A Social Economy

Tue |9/29/09 |Economic geography

— Does the economy really exist?, Coe et al.
Thurs [10/1/09 |Economic discourse

Tue [10/6/09 [(Subjectivity

Identity and difference, S. Holloway

Thurs |10/8/09 |Difference

Tue [10/13/09 [The Full Monty

A Global Economy

Thurs [10/15/09 [Circuits of capital

Production, R. Lee

Tue |10/20/09 |Global capitalism Paper 1
Thurs |10/22/09 |Urban form
Tue |10/27/09 |Deindustrialization Urban forms, C. Hamnett

Thurs |10/29/29 Midterm

Children and the Economy

Tue [11/3/09 |[Consumption

- - Spaces of consumption, R. Hudson
Thurs [11/5/09 |Consuming Kids

Tue [11/10/09 [Normative social practice

‘Hanging out’ in the city*, M. Thomas
Thurs |11/12/09 |Cont.

Economies of Food

Tue |11/17/09 |[Commodity chains Paper 2

Commodity chains
Thurs (11/19/09 King Corn

Tue |11/24/09 |Agricultural industrialization [From farming to agribusiness, S. Whatmore

Thurs [11/26/09 Thanksgiving —No Class

Tue [12/1/09 [Civic agriculture

Thurs |12/3/09 |Review for the final exam Paper 3

Mon [12/7/09 [Final Exam:9:30-11:18

* This reading is posted on Carmen
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