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Participants and Support Sought for 2010 AAG Panels and Sessions 

Climate Change and Water Resources: From 

Impact Assessment to Adaptation 

     Climate change has both direct and indirect 

impacts on water resources worldwide. Changes in 

the timing and amount of runoff challenge current 

water resource management practices. While there 

have been considerable advances in modeling 

climate change dynamics at global and continental 

scales, uncertainty is still high in estimating regional 

water resource impacts of climate change, which is 

crucial for establishing adaptive management 

strategies. 

     In this session we seek to present and discuss 

integrated approaches to studying the impacts of 

climate change on water resources at the regional 

scale through multiple geographical lenses. Both 

methodological and case studies that investigate 

linkages and feedbacks among climate, land, water, 

and human systems are particularly welcome. 

Appropriate topics may include, but are not limited 

to 1) Climate model downscaling for water resource 

impact assessment; 2) Effects of climate change on 

the water cycle; 3) Climate change and changing  

 

hydrologic ecosystem services; 4) Effects of climate 

change on municipal water supply and demand; 5) 

Mitigation and adaptation for water resources in a 

changing climate. Organizers: Heejun Chang 

(Portland State University; changh@pdx.edu) and 

Woonsup Choi (University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee; choiw@uwm.edu). 
 

Greening the City: Environment, Economy, and 

Urbanization; Co-sponsored by the Cultural and 

Political Ecology, Economic Geography, Human 

Dimensions of Global Change, and Urban 

Geography Specialty Groups 

     The emerging "green economy" lies at the 

intersection of several different trends or shifts in 

economic and political activity. First, there is green 

capitalism and the need to overcome potential limits 

to accumulation by expanding into new markets and 

new technologies. By marketing products as green, 

as meeting new regulatory or voluntary standards, or 

promoting clean energy, actors in this arena are 

engaging with at least the idea of ecological limits 

and reducing environmental degradation.  Second, 

concerns over global warming    (continued on page 2) 

 
    

                 News from the Chair:  Greetings, HDGC members! 
 

      Welcome to our first newsletter since Fall of 2004 - long overdue! Thanks to Eric 

Samson of Texas State University-San Marcos who has graciously taken on the task of 

editing the newsletter. We plan to keep publishing this newsletter every six months from 

now on. We have created a list server, hdgc_aag@lists.acs.ohio-state.edu. For information 

on subscription to this list, please see the HDGC website at www.geography.osu.edu/aag-

hdgc. Nick Crane of Ohio State University has been working to reconstruct the website, so check back there often 

for more up to date news. 
     At the 2009 AAG in Las Vegas, there was a considerable HDGC presence. The SG sponsored or co-

sponsored 14 organized sessions, many of which spilled over into two or three sequences. Of particular note 

was the series of sessions on Young Scholar Perspectives on Human Dimensions of Global Change 

Research, which is reported on in this newsletter. Membership is at an all time high, with 380 estimated 

members, 160 of whom are student members. Because it has been a few years since the    (continued on page 2) 
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News from the Chair:  Greetings, HDGC members! (Continued from page 1) 
 

HDGC has spent any money on activities, we are in a good financial position. 

     Two new directors were elected at the business meeting: Robin Leichenko of Rutgers University and David 

Clark of UC Davis. David will serve as a professional member. Rob Neff (University of Maryland Baltimore 

County) continues as a director, Nathan Kettle (University of South Carolina) continues as the student member, 

and Jennifer DeHart of Allegheny College continues as the secretary-treasurer. 

     We have a series of exciting activities planned for the 2010 Meeting in Washington, D.C., April 14-18, 2010. 

We have organized two plenary panels, with a mixture of senior and junior scholars to address rural and urban 

issues, challenges and opportunities to dealing with global 

environmental change. We have requested that these panels be coupled with our Business Meeting where will 

serve lunch, so we hope to see many of you there. 

     At the Las Vegas Business Meeting, the board of directors also voted to convert the former travel award for 

graduate students to a research award. These awards can be used for fieldwork, to scout a research site, or other 

justifiable expenses that will enhance a student's Master's or doctoral thesis. We anticipate making two awards 

in the amount of $1,000 in spring 2010. 

     Lastly, much planning is currently underway for HDGC sponsored sessions for the 2010 Washington, DC 

meeting. We will be happy to post calls for papers on our website as well as circulate them over the list server. 
 

Best wishes for the 2009-2010 academic year! 
 

Darla Munroe 

Ohio State University 
 

 

 

Participants and Support Sought for 2010 AAG Panels and Sessions (Continued from page 1) 
 

have inspired policy responses from the municipal to international scales, with a proliferation of third-party 

organizations, standards, and agreements devoted to  reducing carbon emissions (and other environmental 

impacts) in cities, universities, regions, and countries.  The resulting shifts in environmental governance have 

implications for more than the reduction of carbon emissions, especially when combined with green capitalism 

through such familiar routes as those studied by urban regime theory. Finally, the activists involved in 

environmental justice, urban farming, and urban sustainability.  The integration of the built environment with 

the non-human environment is taking place in a multitude of different ways, including under the auspices of 

green capitalism or environmental governance. 

     This session brings together papers on the green economy and green urbanization from a variety of 

perspectives, including urban political ecology, environmental economic geography, and governance theory.  

The goal is to identify how the three themes described above—green capitalism, shifting governance, and 

socionature—work with and against each other to produce different urban environments across time and space.  

Topics can include alternative energy (production and/or consumption), green buildings, urban greening, 

policymaking at multiple scales, urban sustainability movements, third-party standards, (continued on page 3)   
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Participants and Support Sought for 2010 AAG Panels and Sessions (Continued from page 2) 
 

green infrastructure, sustainable transportation, or anything else focused on the implications of the "green 

economy" for urban environments and processes of urbanization. 

     For more information or to express interest, contact Julie Cidell, jcidell@illinois.edu (217-244-4665). 

Abstracts must be received by October 20 for inclusion in the session. 
 

2010 Annual AAG Conference Washington D.C., April 14-18, 2010 

CFP : Alternative Approaches to Educating and Inspiring Environmental Movements 

Abstract submission deadline: Wednesday, October 21, 2009 
 

Organizers: 

•       Phil Birnie, Department of Geography, The Ohio State University,birnie.1@osu.edu 

•       Greg Lankenau, Department of Geography, The Pennsylvania StateUniversity, grl11@psu.edu 

Co-sponsored by the Graduate Student Affinity Group (GSAG) and the Human Dimensions of Global Change 

(HDGC) Specialty Group 

     Debates on how to motivate and educate the public regarding climate change and other environmental issues 

have been a key topic of discussion in academe, government policy circles, and community organizations.  To 

date, most motivational and educational approaches regarding environmental issues have focused on 

information-based campaigns. Such movements rest under the presumption that unless individuals are cognizant 

of a particular problem, they will be unwilling and unable to act; knowledge, or perhaps more appropriately, 

information is a prerequisite to action. 

     Despite the propensity to gravitate toward such a position, many argue that alternative motivational and 

educational campaigns may be more successful in addressing environmental problems.  For example, 

geographers Clive Barnett, David Land, and Paul Cloke have questioned the perceived relationship between 

distance and responsibility. Environmental educator David Greenwood has argued for the dual goals of 

decolonization and reinhabitation through a critical pedagogy of place, an educational approach that synthesizes 

a critique of social 

oppression informed by critical theory with a concrete, ecologically-grounded place-based education. 

     In this session, we will explore alternative approaches for educating, inspiring, and/or challenging the public 

regarding climate change and other environmental issues.  Contributions may include a wide range of contexts, 

such as educational institutions, grassroots movements, or 

governmental institutions.  Both theoretical and empirical papers are encouraged.  
 

     Questions that we hope to explore in this session include, but are not limited to: 

•       What motivates and inspires individuals to respond to environmental issues?  How might movements in 

other contexts (e.g. human rights, labor movements, consumer movements, racial injustice) inform and/or 

connect to environmental movements? 

•       What are alternative pedagogical approaches to environmental education? Could formal education act as a 

vehicle to socialize and proliferate motivation?  To paraphrase environmental educator David Orr, how do 

students make the leap from ―I know‖ to ―I care‖ to ―I’ll do something‖? (continued on page 4) 
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Participants and Support Sought for 2010 AAG Panels and Sessions (continued from page 3) 
 

•       How does the discipline of geography inform education and motivation regarding environmental issues? 

What is the role of critical theory in challenging socially and/or ecologically destructive practices? How does 

learning that is rooted in place inform personal or community action? 

     If you are interested in presenting a paper in this session, please forward a short abstract to the organizers by 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009.  While this session is co-sponsored by the Graduate Student Affinity Group, 

scholars at all points in their academic or professional careers are encouraged to participate.   Please direct any 

questions to the organizers listed above. 
 

Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers Washington D.C., April 14-18, 2010 

Call for Participation; Sessions: Geovisualization / Geovisual Analytics, Cognition, Behavior, and 

Representation; Organizers: Sara Irina Fabrikant (University of Zurich), Amy Griffin (University of New 

South Wales-ADFA), Kirk Goldsberry (Michigan State University), Sarah Battersby (University of South 

Carolina), and Jin Chen (GeoVISTA Center, Penn State University) 

Specialty Group Sponsors: Cartography, GIS, and Environmental Perception and Behavior 
 

     Content:  We invite papers on computational, statistical and cognitive aspects of geovisualization, geovisual 

analyti cs and geographic research to be included in a series of sessions at the 2010 Association of American 

Geographers Annual Meeting.  

     Specifically of interest are theoretical and empirical contributions exploring computation, geovisualization, 

navigation and wayfinding, cartography, education, and methods specific to cognitive research. This includes 

(but is not limited to):  

* Geovisualization and geovisual analytics design, implementation and use  

*Application of geovisualization and geovisual analytics displays and tools to understand spatial cognition, 

reasoning, and inference and decision making  

*Methods for and application of cognitive theories and methods t o understanding issues in geographic research 

(including fMRI)  

*Human-geovisualization interaction research 

*Wayfinding and navigation 

*Cognitive map design research 

     Participants:  In addition to geographers, GIScientists, cartographers, and cognitive or behavioral 

geographers we are also looking for speakers from a broad range of disciplines, including but not limited to 

psychology, cognitive science, education, HCI, etc 

     To be included in this session, please: 

1. Register and submit your abstract online following the AAG Guidelines 

(http://www.aag.org/annualmeetings/). 

2. Email your presenter identification number (PIN), paper title, and abstract to Kirk Goldsberry (kg@msu.edu) 

by October 21. 
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Young Scholars’ Perspectives on 

Human Dimensions of Global Change Research 
 

     At the AAG 2009 meeting in Las Vegas a cohort of young scholars organized three linked sessions to 

present their perspectives on the state and future of HDGC to the wider AAG audience and to get feedback and 

further perspectives from leading researchers in the field. The young scholars, recipients of the Social Science 

Research Council’s  (SSRC) Dissertation Proposal Development Fellowship,  began collaborating as a result of 

the SSRC’s two fellowship workshops in Spring and Fall 2008. These HDGC students attend different 

universities in the United States and belong to a range of departments, including anthropology, geography, 

history, and political science. Drawing on their diverse backgrounds, and their  commitments to collaboration 

across physical sciences, social sciences and the humanities, the scholars presented their research under two 

broad themes (1) paradigms for handling spatial and temporal scale; (2) the role of research in environmental 

decision making.  

     Based on these two themes, the session series consisted of two sessions where the young scholars presented 

papers, followed by a panel session. The student paper presentations displayed the intellectual diversity of the 

field of HDGC and explored a number of topics ranging from the integration of ethics to the incorporation the 

role of imaginaries in HDGC research. The papers presented addressed research questions in a number of study 

locales (ex. Vietnam, southern Africa, Nepal) and incorporated a suite of biophysical and social science 

methodologies. The panel session involved leading HDGC researchers and offered a space for critical and 

constructive discussion between various generations of researchers. The senior scholars provided thoughtful 

feedback on the student presentations and offered their own insights on the current state and future direction of 

HDGC research. While the two paper sessions enabled the young scholars to share their work with the wider 

community, the panel session generated dialogue and provoked reflection about the needs for the field of 

HDGC. This sort of interaction between HDGC scientists is exactly what was hoped for when the idea of the 

sessions were initially conceived. Ongoing collaboration amongst the young scholars attempts to summarize the 

dialogue of these sessions in a forthcoming manuscript. 

     The session series was made possible through support from the Social Science Research Council, the 

National Science Foundation, Indiana University, and the American Association of Geographers. 

     Young Scholars included: Bryan Bushley (University of Hawai’i Manoa), Seth Baum (Pennsylvania State 

University), Jennifer Carrera (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), Cerian Gibbes (University of 

Florida), James Jeffers (Rutgers University), Martha Lincoln (CUNY Graduate Center), Peter Richards 

(Michigan State University), Alice Weimers (Johns Hopkins University), Alice Brooke Wilson (UNC Chapel 

Hill), Camille Washington-Ottombre (Purdue University) 

     Senior Researchers included: Dr. Thomas Baerwald (National Science Foundation), Dr. William Easterling 

(Pennsylvania State University), Dr. Tom Evans (Indiana University), Dr. Diana Liverman (University of 

Arizona, Oxford University), Dr. Billie L. Turner (University of Arizona), Dr. Thomas Wilbanks (Oak Ridge 

National Laboratory), and Dr. Brent Yarnal (Pennsylvania State University). 
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Papers and Projects News 
University of Florida:  Departments of Geography, Agricultural and Biological Engineering, and the 

Land Use and Environmental Change Institute - A newly funded NASA LCLUC Project addressing the 

question ―how does climate variability and climate change influence land use and land cover change as it 

works through socio-economic institutions?”, has begun its first of a 3 year research project this past May 2009. 

The team from the University of Florida, led by Dr. Jane Southworth, spent May and June in southern Africa – 

Botswana, Namibia and Zamibia. The first field season focused on project introduction and reconnaissance, 

networking with local institutions and organizations, and collecting preliminary data. The project is developing 

a temporally and spatially multi-scaled understanding of the relationships between land-cover and land-use 

change (LCLUC), and climatic shifts in three watersheds within four southern African nations. These 

relationships are analyzed at the watershed scale, a compelling analytical framework for climate-society 

interactions. We hypothesize that socio-economic institutions are the main instruments of human adaptation to 

climate variability and change, and that LCLUC are the observable outcomes of institutional adaptations. The 

work draws recent theoretical work on the concept of ―resilience‖ and will advance beyond abstractions to 

model complex dynamics within a semi arid region. We are identifying key system variables for measurement 

over time and in a spatially explicit fashion in order to observe complex change dynamics, test the resilience of 

the socio-ecological systems (SES) of southern Africa, enhance the use of remote sensing, and provide models 

for climate scenario planning. 

      The research team is necessarily multidisciplinary, and is collaborating with institutions (e.g. Harry 

Oppenheimer Okavango Research Center) within southern Africa. The results from this project reach beyond 

the confines of academia by not only increasing our understanding of the systems, but all enhancing our ability 

to plan for the sustainable use of natural resources within a marginal region of the world threatened by climate 

change.  Faculty involved with the project are Dr. Jane Southworth, Dr. Eric Keys, Dr. Brian Child, Dr. Michael 

Binford, Dr. Youliang Qiu, Dr. Peter Waylen, Dr. Greg Kiker, Dr. Rafa Mundoz-Carpena and Dr. Lin Cassidy. 
 

Ghana - Petra Tschakert and Erica Smithwick (Geography), Kamini Singha (Geosciences), and Annmarie 

Ward (Science Education), all Pennsylvania State University, have received a $1.5 million grant from the 

National Science Foundation (Coupled Natural and Human Systems Program) for a five-year project entitled " 

Climatic Extremes, Mining, and /Mycobacterium ulcerans/: A Coupled Systems Perspective." The project also 

involves Joseph Oppong (Geography, Northern Texas University), Edith Parker (Health Behavior & Health 

Education, University of Michigan), and colleagues in Ghana where the research will be conducted. 

     The team hypothesizes that slow environmental and landscape disturbances (esp. due to mining and 

deforestation) coupled with marginalized activity spaces of farmers and miners as well as more extreme and 

frequent rainfall events and flooding play a major role in the occurrence of buruli ulcer, one of the most 

neglected but treatable diseases in tropical countries. It is considered to be a disease of the poor due to its 

debilitating and disfiguring skin alterations that often create social stigmas. Buruli ulcer typically occurs near 

water bodies, especially near stagnant water. The natural reservoir, activation, and transmission of the bacterium 

that causes the ulcer remain unknown, leading the World Health Organization (WHO) to speak of an ―intriguing 

disease.‖ 
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Papers and Projects News (continued) 
 

Latvia - Gregory Taff and Meghan Duncan (pictured below) from the University of Memphis were in Latvia 

doing ground control and ground truth for satellite image processing on a project where we’re mapping and 

modeling the spread of Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum).  This highly poisonous, invasive weed 

was introduced as cattle feed during the Soviet era, but it made the cattle beef and milk taste like anise, and it 

was therefore not used, but the plant is highly toxic to the touch, sometimes causing permanent scarring or 

blindness!  We hope to make recommendations to help the Latvian government plan effective weed control 

measures. 

  
Gregory Taff and Meghan Duncan from the University 

of Memphis confer with Latvian field assistant, Katri 

!ƛǾŀǊŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘǿƻǊƪ, 

Meghan Duncan confronting Giant Hogweed. 

In Press & New Publications: 
 

Arroyo-Kalin, Manuel, Eduardo G. Neves, and William I. Woods. 2009. Anthropogenic Earths of the Central 

Amazon Region: Remarks on their Evolution and Polygenetic Composition. In Amazonian Dark Earths: 

Wim Sombroek's Vision, edited by William I. Woods, Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Johannes Lehmann, Christoph 

Steiner, Antoinette WinklerPrins, and Lilian Rebellato, pp. 99-126. Springer. Berlin. 
___________ 

van den Berg, Rob D. and Osvaldo Feinstein, editors. Evaluating Climate Change and Development. 

Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick and London, 2009 (ISBN: 978-1-4128-1403-4). 
___________ 

Bozarth, Steven R., Eduardo Goés Neves , William I. Woods, and Lilian Rebellato. 2009. Phytoliths and 

Terra Preta: The Hatahara Site Example. In Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision, edited by 

William I. Woods, Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Johannes Lehmann, Christoph Steiner, Antoinette WinklerPrins, and 

Lilian Rebellato, pp. 85-99. Springer, Berlin. 
___________ 

Kämpf, Nestor, William I. Woods, Dirse C. Kern, and Tony J. Cunha. 2009. Classificação das Terras Pretas 

de Índio e Outros Solos Antrópicos Antigos. In As Terras Pretas de Índio da Amazônia: Sua Caracterização e 

Uso deste Conhecimento na Criação de Novas Áreas, edited by Wenceslau G. Teixeira, (continued on page 8)  
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In Press & New Publications: (continued from page 7) 
 

__________ 

Dirse C. Kern, Beáta E. Madari, Hedinaldo N. Lima, and William I. Woods, pp. 88-102. Embrapa Amazônia 

Ocidental, Manaus. 
___________ 

Kern, Dirse Clara, Nestor Kämpf, William I. Woods, William M. Denevan, Marcondes Lima da Costa, and 

Francisco Juvenal Lima Frazão. 2009. Evolução do Conhecimento em Terra Preta de Índio. In As Terras 

Pretas de Índio da Amazônia: Sua Caracterização e Uso deste Conhecimento na Criação de Novas Áreas, edited 

by Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Dirse C. Kern, Beáta E. Madari, Hedinaldo N. Lima, and William I. Woods, pp.72-

81. Embrapa Amazônia Ocidental, Manaus. 
___________ 

Moser, Susanne C. (2009). Now more than ever: The need for more societally-relevant research on 

vulnerability and adaptation to climate change. Applied Geography, in press. 
___________ 

Moser, Susanne C. (2009). Communicating climate change: History, challenges, process and future 

directions. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews – Climate Change, in press. 
__________ 

Joyce, L., G. Blate, C. Millar, S. McNulty, Susanne C. Moser, R. Neilson, and D. Peterson. Managing for 

multiple resources under climate change: National Forests. Environmental Management, in press. 
__________ 

Moser, Susanne C. (2009). On the ground: The challenge of demonstrating decision support effectiveness. 

Editorial essay. Climatic Change 95(1): 11-21. 
__________ 

National Research Council (2009). Informing Decisions in a Changing Climate. Committee on the Human 

Dimensions of Global Change, eds. Robert Corell and Kai Lee. Washington, DC: National Academies Press 

(Susi Moser was panel member and coauthor). 
__________ 

Moser, Susanne C. (forthcoming). Entering the Period of Consequences: The Explosive U.S. Awakening to 

the Need for Adaptation. In: Climate Change Adaptation in Developed Nations, eds. Ford, James D. and Lea 

B. Ford, Springer, The Netherlands, accepted for publication.  
__________ 

Moser, Susanne C. (forthcoming). The contextual importance of uncertainty in climate-sensitive decision-

making: Toward an integrative decision-centered screening tool. In: Climate Change and the Great Lakes: 

Decision-Making Under Uncertainty, eds. Tom Dietz and David Bidwell, Michigan State University Press, 

accepted for publication. 
__________ 

Moser, Susanne C. (2009). Costly knowledge ï unaffordable denial: The politics of public understanding 

and engagement on climate change. In: The Politics of Climate Change, ed. Max Boykoff, 161-187, Oxford: 

Routledge, in press. 
__________ 

Moser, Susanne C. (2009). Communicating climate change and motivating civic action: Renewing, 

activating, and building democracies. In: Changing Climates in North American Politics: Institutions, 

Policymaking and Multilevel Governance, eds. H. Selin and S. VanDeveer, 283-302, Cambridge, MA: The MIT 

Press.                                                                                                                                           (continued on p. 8) 
__________ 
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In Press & New Publications: (continued from page 8) 

Moser, Susanne C. (2009). Whether our levers are long enough and the fulcrum strong? ï Exploring the 

soft underbelly of adaptation decisions and actions. In: Living with Climate Change: Are There Limits to 

Adaptation? eds. Adger, W.N. et al., 313-343, Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.  
__________ 

Moser, Susanne C. (2009). Good Morning America! The Explosive Awakening of the US to Adaptation. 

Charleston, SC: NOAA and Sacramento, CA: California Energy Commission. Available at:  
__________ 

Ratner, Shanna and Susanne C. Moser (2009). Community Resilience and Wealth: The Challenges and 

Opportunities for Rural Communities in a Rapidly Changing World. A Report to the US Endowment for 

Forestry and Communities, St. Albans, VT: Yellow Wood Associates, and Santa Cruz, CA: Susanne Moser 

Research & Consulting. 

Rebellato, Lilian, William I. Woods, and Eduardo G. Neves. 2009. PreEuropean Continuity and Change in 

the Central Amazon. In Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision, edited by William I. Woods, 

Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Johannes Lehmann, Christoph Steiner, Antoinette WinklerPrins, and Lilian Rebellato, 

pp. 15-32. Springer. Berlin. 
___________ 

Samson, Eric L. 2009. Daylight Saving Time as an Expression of Rebellion in Chilón, Chiapas, Mexico. 

Papers of the Applied Geography Conferences 32: 447-453. 
__________ 

Sombroek, Wim, Dirse C. Kern, Tarcísio Rodrigues, Manoel da Silva Cravo, Tony Jarbas F. Cunha, William I. 

Woods, and Bruno Glaser. 2009. Terra preta e terra mulata: suas potencialidades agrícolas, sua 

sustentabilidade e suas reproduções. In As Terras Pretas de Índio da Amazônia: Sua Caracterização e Uso 

deste Conhecimento na Criação de Novas Áreas, edited by Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Dirse C. Kern, Beáta E. 

Madari, Hedinaldo N. Lima, and William I. Woods, pp.251-257. Embrapa Amazônia Ocidental, Manaus. 
___________ 

Steiner, Christoph, Wenceslau G. Teixeira, William I. Woods, and Wolfgang Zech. 2009. Indigenous 

Knowledge about Terra Preta Formation. In Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision, edited by 

William I. Woods, Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Johannes Lehmann, Christoph Steiner, Antoinette WinklerPrins, and 

Lilian Rebellato, pp. 193-205. Springer, Berlin. 
___________ 

Sutton,, Paul C.,Sharolyn J. Anderson, Christopher D. Elvidge, Benjamin Tuttle, and Tilottama Ghosh. Paving 

the planet: impervious surface as proxy measure of the human ecological footprint. Progress in Physical 

Geography 33(4) (2009) pp. 1–18. 
___________ 

Teixeira, Wenceslau G., Dirse C. Kern, Beáta E. Madari, Hedinaldo N. Lima, and William I. Woods, editors. 

2009. As Terras Pretas de Índio da Amazônia: Sua Caracterização e Uso deste Conhecimento na Criação 

de Novas Áreas. Embrapa Amazônia Ocidental, Manaus. 421 p. 
___________ 

Thayn, Jonathan, Kevin Price, and William I. Woods. 2009. Locating Ancient Anthropogenic Soils Under 

Amazonian Tropical Forests Using MODIS Time-Series Analysis. In Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim 

Sombroek's Vision, edited by William I. Woods, Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Johannes Lehmann, Christoph Steiner, 

Antoinette WinklerPrins, and Lilian Rebellato, pp. 279-298. Springer, Berlin.                         (continued on page 10) 
___________ 
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In Press & New Publications: (continued from page 9) 

Woods, William I. 2009. Mudanças causadas pelo homem no solo  -  uma ferramenta para entender o 

passado. In As Terras Pretas de Índio da Amazônia: Sua Caracterização e Uso deste Conhecimento na Criação 

de Novas Áreas, edited by Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Dirse C. Kern, Beáta E. Madari, Hedinaldo N. Lima, and 

William I. Woods. Embrapa Amazônia Ocidental, Manaus.                                                      
___________ 

Woods, William I. 2009. Prefácio. In As Terras Pretas de Índio da Amazônia: Sua Caracterização e Uso deste 

Conhecimento na Criação de Novas Áreas, edited by Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Dirse C. Kern, Beáta E. Madari, 

Hedinaldo N. Lima, and William I. Woods. Embrapa Amazônia Ocidental, Manaus. 
___________ 

Woods, William I., and William Denevan. 2009. Discovery and Study of Amazonian Dark Earths: The 

PreSombroek Period (1870-1959). In Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision, edited by William I. 

Woods, Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Johannes Lehmann, Christoph Steiner, Antoinette WinklerPrins, and Lilian 

Rebellato, pp. 1-14. Springer, Berlin. 
___________ 

Woods, William I., Wenceslau G. Teixeira, Johannes Lehmann, Christoph Steiner, Antoinette WinklerPrins, 

and Lilian Rebellato, editors. 2009. Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision. Springer, Berlin. 

Grants and ïShips 
 

Human Dimensions of Global Change Specialty Group Annual Grant 
 

    Beginning in 2010, the Human Dimensions of Global Change Specialty Group will offer an annual grant to 

support student research projects at the graduate level (doctoral or masters). Awards are competitive: proposals 

will be evaluated by a committee of three members of the HDGC research community, representing a 

potentially wide range of HDGC scholarship in geography. Award amounts are up to $1,000. In 2010 we expect 

to make two such awards. In subsequent years the number of awards will depend upon the availability of funds. 

     The aim of the competition is to provide support for student research in the area of human dimensions of 

global change that culminates in a doctoral or master's thesis. These funds can be used to support fieldwork, 

travel to a research site, or, for example, travel to scout for a research site. Applications will be judged on the 

basis of (1) scholarly merit of the project, including the relevance of the project to HDGC research in 

geography; (2) the quality of the written proposal; and (3) the qualifications of the student to complete the 

proposed work. 

     Each applicant must be a student member of the AAG and HDGC SG at the time of the award and the 

proposed project must directly contribute to the student's thesis. 

     Applications should include: 

- A brief cover letter; 

- Body of the proposal (maximum 4 double-spaced pages) which clearly states the intellectual merit of the 

thesis project in its entirety, as well as the contribution of these funds to the project's success; 

- An itemized budget with justification; and 

- A one-page curriculum vitae. 

      Awards should be submitted no later than February 1, 2010. Winners will be announced in March 2010. For 

further information, please see the HDGC website at http://www.geography.osu.edu/aag-hdgc/. (continued p. 11) 
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Grants and -Ships (continued from page 10) 
 

Department of Geography, Ohio University 
 

     Two two-year research assistantships at the M.A. level are available through a new project on local 

knowledge and climate change adaptation in Tanzania supported by the National Science Foundation’s 

Geography and Spatial Science (GSS) Program. The project -  Linking Local Knowledge and Local Institutions 

for the Study of Adaptive Capacity to Climate Change: Participatory GIS in Northern Tanzania – investigates 

the myriad ways in which human, social, and institutional capital enable households and communities to draw 

on local knowledge to moderate the negative effects of greater climatic instability on rural livelihoods.  

     In addition to completing required courses for the MA program over two academic years, the successful 

candidates will contribute to an international interdisciplinary research project.  We expect applicants to 

develop a thesis project that contributes to the project’s research objectives. 

     One graduate research assistant will work on the development of online multimedia applications derived 

from a participatory GIS. Background or interest in cartography and web-based mapping is desirable. 

     A second research assistant will work with the research team on the implementation of the project’s 

participatory field methodology and contribute to data analysis.  The student’s interests should be focused on 

environment-development interactions (e.g., the dynamics of resource access, political, environmental or 

cultural-linguistic dimensions of local knowledge systems, gendered aspects of climate change adaptation). 

Proficiency in Kiswahili or interest in learning Kiswahili at Ohio University is a plus.   

     The assistantships include two academic years of tuition waiver and stipend for students enrolled in the 

Geography M.A. program.  Additional support is available for student field research activities in Tanzania.      

     The Ohio University Department of Geography is a dynamic department with 150 undergraduate majors and 

a graduate program that has expanded to 25. Faculty in the department offer coursework and conduct research 

on topics that bring together the Earth's human and physical components and focus on issues from local to 

global scales. Graduate students also benefit from the resources of Ohio University’s Center for African 

Studies, a National Resource Center (NRC) for Africa, which creates additional opportunity for the 

interdisciplinary study of African language, societies, and environments. 

     The application deadline is February 15 for Fall 2010 admission.For more information regarding the 

application procedure, consult the department and Graduate College websites: http://www.ohio.edu/geography 

& http://www.ohio.edu/graduate/). For more information about the assistantships, contact Tom Smucker 

smucker@ohio.edu.   
 

FUNDED NSF-IGERT DOCTORAL TRAINEESHIPS AT TEXAS A&M FOR APPLIED 

CONSERVATION RESEARCH IN LATIN AMERICA 
  

     Doctoral Traineeships are available through the Applied Biodiversity Science (ABS) NSF-IGERT Program 

at Texas A&M University.  The vision of the ABS Program is to achieve integration between research in the 

natural and social sciences and on-the-ground conservation practices. Research teams of faculty mentors and 

students, in collaboration with partners from sites in Latin American and the US-Mexico border region, develop 

complementary dissertations related to two research themes: (A) Communities and Governance; and (B) 

Ecological Functions and Biodiversity. It is the primary goal of the ABS NSF-IGERT to train scholars prepared 

to understand ecological functions ecosystems and the activities and needs of surrounding communities in wider 

social, economic, and political contexts.                                                                                   (continued on page 12) 
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 Grants and -Ships (continued from page 11) 
 

   The ABS NSF-IGERT Traineeships are two years and include an annual stipend of $30,000 plus $10,500 

toward cost of education (tuition, fees, health insurance, and other benefits), as well as funding for field 

research and participation in a field course in the Peruvian Amazon. See the ABS website 

(http://biodiversity.tamu.edu) for more information.  Interested students should first contact prospective 

advisors from among the ABS faculty associates and are required to apply to the doctoral program of the 

advisor’s home department. Departmental deadlines vary.  The application deadline for the ABS NSF-IGERT 

Traineeships is JANUARY 20, 2010. Please contact Elizabeth Shapiro, ABS Program Coordinator, at 

absigert@tamu.edu with more specific queries. 
 

AAG Marble-Boyle Undergraduate Achievement Awards in Geographic Science 
 

The AAG Marble fund for Geographic Science is accepting applications for the 2010 Marble-Boyle 

Undergraduate Achievement Awards. The awards recognize excellence in academic performance by 

undergraduate students from the United States and Canada who are putting forth a strong effort to bridge 

geographic science and computer science as well as to encourage other students to embark upon similar 

programs. Each of the Marble-Boyle Undergraduate Achievement Awards consists of a cash prize of $700, a 

$200 credit for books published by the ESRI Press, and a certificate of recognition. Priority consideration is 

given to any of the awardees who may be interested in participating in ESRI's summer internship program. 

Marble- Boyle awardees will also be eligible to compete for an additional research fellowship award that is 

being offered by the MicroGIS foundation for Spatial Analysis (MfSA), which includes access to research 

facilities and all transportation and housing costs for up to four months of work in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

Information on eligibility, application guidelines, and prior awardees is available at 

www.aag.org/grantsawards/marble_boyle.htm. Digital submissions to grantsawards@aag.org are due by 

October 15, 2009. 
 

The Humans that make HDGC Go: 

Chair:  

Darla Munroe 

Department of Geography 

Ohio State University 

munroe.9@osu.edu 

Secretary / Treasurer: 

Jennifer DeHart 

Department of Environmental Science, 

Allegheny College 

jdehart@allegheny.edu 

 

Director: 

Rob Neff 

Geography & Environmental Systems, 

University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

neff@umbc.edu 

Director: 

Robin Leichenko 

 Department of Geography 

Rutgers University 

 rliechen@rci.rutgers.edu 

 

Director: 

David Clark (professional member) 

University of California, Davis 

davclark@ucdavis.edu 

Director: 

Nathan Kettle (student member) 

Department of Geography 

University of South Carolina 

kettle@mailbox.sc.edu 

 

Webmaster: 

Nick Crane 

Department of Geography 

Ohio State University 

crane.61@osu.edu 

Newsletter Editor: 

Eric L. Samson 

Department of Geography 

Texas State University 

-San Marcos 

eric.samson@txstate.edu 
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